
 
 
Leslie Evans 
Permanent Secretary 
Scottish Government 
 
By e-mail only 

 
Public Audit and Post-legislative 

Scrutiny Committee 
Room T 3.60 

The Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 

EH99 1SP 
 

Direct Tel: (0131) 348 5390 
(RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 

Email: papls.committee@parliament.scot    
 

8 November 2018 
Dear Ms Evans, 

The 2017/18 audit of the Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts 

At its meeting on 1 November 2018, the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny 
Committee took evidence on the Auditor General for Scotland’s report, The 2017/18 
audit of the Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts. The Committee agreed to 
write to you regarding issues that were raised during the evidence session and to 
invite you to give oral evidence at a future meeting.  

The Committee is aware that a key message in the Auditor General for Scotland’s 
report, The 2016/17 audit of the Scottish Government Consolidated Accounts, states 
that a priority for the Scottish Government is to finalise the policies and principles 
within which it will manage its borrowing powers. The Committee heard during the 
evidence session that this exercise has not yet been completed. The Committee 
therefore seeks information on how this work is progressing and the timescales for 
completion. 

The Committee notes that the 2017/18 report comments on the steps taken by the 
Scottish Government to improve its financial reporting. However, the report states 
that a consolidated account covering the whole of the public sector has not yet been 
published. The Committee seeks clarification from the Scottish Government as to 
when it intends to fulfil its commitment to provide consolidated public-sector 
accounts. 

The 2017/18 report recommends that the Scottish Government provides a 
performance report that clearly links to the financial resources outlined in the 
Consolidated Accounts. The Committee seeks information on how this 
recommendation will be taken forward by the Scottish Government. 
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The Committee also considered issues around the loan support that the Scottish 
Government provides to private companies. These issues included a need for 
transparency on loan support and other guarantees, as well as the need for a 
framework which clearly outlines the Scottish Government’s role in financial 
interventions in private companies and sets out financial capacity, risk tolerance and 
expected outcomes. The Committee seeks information on how this recommendation 
will be taken forward by the Scottish Government. 

Finally, the Committee would be grateful if you could provide an organisation chart of 
the new Scottish Exchequer Directorate with your response. 

The clerks to the Committee will contact your officials to make arrangements for you 
to provide oral evidence. 

I would be grateful if you could provide a response by noon on 23 November 2018.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Jenny Marra MSP 
Convener 
 

 


